Youth Takes the Floor: a training course on how to
increase youth participation in decision-making
TRAINING COURSE

Developing competencies to create
and support youth participation
structures and instruments that
enable young people to take an active
part in decision-making processes at
the local level.

WHY

The training contributed to a better
understanding of youth workers on
how to support the implementation of
digital platforms that can enhance
youth participation in decision-making
processes.

During
the
Training
course,
the
participants from 13 countries of the
Council of Europe were able to actively
take part in sharing space to better
understand the role of young leaders in
our democracies. Moreover, they had the
opportunity to develop a common
understanding of youth participation in
decision-making
processes
through
identifying and presenting different
instruments and structures and for youth
participation
in
decision-making
processes and debate about their
potential and challenges. Furthermore,
they had the opportunity to explore
several models and structures of youth
social engagement that support such
practices, which give them additional
ideas and motivation to transfer this
experience into their own local reality.
During the training, participants had an
opportunity to attend the joint sessions
during the International Conference:
Building Resilient Communities – Youth
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Work at Municipality Level during COVID19, a parallel activity organised by DYPALL
Network in the same venue, where they
listened to the powerful inputs from the
panelists of the Conference. These joint
moments
allowed
participants
to
network with stakeholders and present
them with their action plan for improving
local youth strategies developed during
the Training. Participants visited Braga
Youth Centre, which aims to be a highquality standards reference for the
realization of work with young people.
This study visit gave them further insight
into how youth policies and strategies
were developed during COVID 19.
Moreover, participants developed a
deeper understanding of the different
realities, experiences, and opportunities
for youth social entrepreneurship and
local
youth
policies
for
social
engagement.
This
allowed
the
participants to gain skills and knowledge
to support young people in creating an
efficient structure to foster youth policies.
The project also contributed to a better
understanding of youth workers on how
to support the implementation of digital
platforms that can enhance youth
participation.

OUTCOMES

Participants were actively taking part in sharing space in order to better
understand the role of young leaders in our democracies.
Participants could share and learn a huge diversity of approaches and

strategies to support youth engagement and participation of young people.
The group mapped different opportunities and challenges and realized that
it’s important to create different formats and promote the inclusion and
empowerment of young people. Withing this reflection projects started
developing in order to improve their own process of youth participation.
The group designed principles and guidelines for a local youth participation
structure in which they highlighted the importance of needs assessment,
transparency, accountability, and sustainability of the processes that were
presented to youth workers, municipality officers, and decision-makers.

The importance of the role that young
people and youth organization play in
order to influence and develop better
local youth policies.
Planning, monitoring and evaluating
are key aspects in order to improve
participatory processes and to ensure
accountability and effectiveness.
Local youth participation structures
must involve different stakeholders and
promote cooperation and exchange
among them and other contexts.

“You have to be really loud to be heard”
Alketa, Junior Trainer, Youth Center 'Perspektiva

“I wish for a more structured youth council
meetings”,
Ana, Program Associate, Europe Foundation
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“Municipalities just assume that young
people would not engage in new
platforms. They should think about the
right approach instead”
Frederico, President of the Board, Dínamo Associação de dinamização sociocultural

Braga, Portugal
20th March - 26th
March 2022
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Youth leaders, youth workers, and
municipality officers from Council of
Europe member states learned more
about funding their programs over
platforms and institutions such as EYF
and implementing digital platforms that
can enhance youth participation in
decision-making processes. The added
value of this training is the network that
has been developed: participants coming
from different realities, but having the
same goal - improving and fostering
youth policies.

SHARING BEST PRACTICES
Defining key concepts of
youth participation
Giving presentations and sharing about
opportunities and challenges of youth
participation
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LEARNING

European Youth Foundation
Funding
Democracy Reloading Toolkit
The Changemakers Kit and
Europe Goes Local

DESIGNING
Role play
Group work
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The Training Course was organised by DYPALL Network in
cooperation with Braga Municipality, with the support of the
European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe.

Know more about DYPALL Network

